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                                           Charlton Parish Council
Minutes of The Parish Council Meeting
12th March 2026 at 7.30pm in The Old School Room Charlton
       Clerk to The Council, Wendy Cope, 22, Heathfield Road, Norton, Evesham WR11 4TQ
 	    Tele: 07951046541 Email: clerk@charlton-worcestershire-pc.gov.uk
 			Website www.charlton-worcestershire.gov.uk
Present: Chairman Richard Bentley, Cllr Roger Davies, Cllr Helen Hill, Cllr Richard Wallis, Cllr Wendy Sharpe and Parish Clerk Wendy Cope Lengthsman Charley Martin. District Councillor Angie Crump
Public Forum: no members of the public attended
1)Apologies for absence: Cllr Grazier. Cllr Emma Kearsey and Cllr Darren Salmons
2) Declarations of interest None
3) County Councillors Report: Cllr Kearsey had sent her apologies, along with a report:
Firstly council tax. I voted against a 9% council tax increase but sadly it went through.

The good news is that in contrast, the council tax at Wychavon has been frozen, to include £5 million suite of measures to benefit all residents. 

As you know I have been able to fund the repair work to the flood gauge, that is vital we keep that in good working order and I’m pleased to fund it.

I’ve progressed the long running issue of the smells coming from the village sewer system, and I’m pleased to say that although I haven’t had any massive breakthroughs as yet, I am communicating with a senior person at Severn Trent as a result of my escalated complaint. I will keep you up to date.

I know there are some concerns over highways responses and involvement with planning applications. I’m challenging this overall process with highways.

As always anything you need and anything I haven’t covered please just let me know.

4) District Councillors Report Cllr Crump advised The Council that the Local Government Review was still in consultation, and that she was concerned that a whole of Worcestershire Unitary Council could be formed as this is likely impact our district.  She stated that she had been very proactive in speaking to people who had experienced this process of change to Unitary.  Cllr Crump was delighted to inform The Council that 
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Wychavon had frozen their part of the Council Tax and had also launched a 5million fund which would be used by all residents throughout Wychavon to enhance the district.  The completion of the purchase of The Riverside Shopping Centre was imminent and The Central Garage Complex in Pershore was also being purchased, both would be developed.  There was to be major developments in Eckington and Pershore by highways to elevate roads and stop flooding this year and a promise to do this in Fladbury next year.
5) The SWDPR Cllr Davies reported that he had submitted comments on the consultation on behalf of The Council.  All planning applications for developments in Charlton will be considered to be in open countryside once the new SWDPR is published.  The existing village development boundary  will be removed as Charlton will be categorised as a rural area (2) Category 4” village.    Cllr Crump reported that the new SWDP will hopefully be adopted at a special Council Meeting at Wychavon on 25th of March 2026.  Cllr Davies also reported that he had replied to the NPPF survey on behalf of Ther Council.
6) No update on WCC minerals at this time.
7) The update on The Unitary Council was covered in The District Councillors report.
8) To receive reports from representative A) Parish Path Warden (Adrian Peake) No report fromMr. Peake B) Cropthorne and Charlton Village Hall no update C) Workman Trust/ Old School Room Cllr Sharpe said they were deciding either to have a website of a facebook page.
9) The Minutes of The Parish Council Meeting Thursday 15th of 2025 were proposed by Cllr Davies and seconded by Cllr Wallis and duly signed.
10) Cllr Sharpe said she would contact both people responsible for the defibrillator and ask them to organise the adoption of them.  Cllr Bentley said he would organise new batteries etc in the summer, for the one at The Old School Room.
11) To receive an update on nasty smells in The Village Cllr Kearsley covered this in her report.
12) To receive a report on The Planning Meeting 10th of February and 24th of February 2026 all Councillors have received minutes from these meetings.
13) Finance The Clerk produced a copy of the books and balance sheet for scrutiny. The balance of the Community Account is £31,678.09 and Commercial Account £10,174.23.  The Clerk reported that she had received a VAT refund for £2510.83 and was expecting £1,000 from County Councillor Emma Kearsey’s Community Fund.
14) To consider matters affecting The Green It was noted that one of the planters needed some attention The Clerk was asked to ask The Lengthsman if he could repair it. 
DRAFT										130
Cllr Bentley said he would speak to The Publican at The Gardener’s about clearing some of the bushes etc. along The Merrybrook in The Autumn.
15) The Lengthsman’s Cllr Bentley said he would organise a meeting between The Lengthsman Cllr Salmons and himself to sort out the VAS machines. The Clerk said that if The Lengthsman had a problem reporting the blocked drains she would do it when she returned from her holiday.   The Clerk said that she would check but thought that The Lengthsman wasn’t allowed to work on road with a speed limit of over 30mph.
16) The Cemetery a physical inventory needs to be completed it was agreed that this could take place when the weather improves.
17) To consider Community owned assets.  The Clerk had contacted Wychavon concerning their assets in The Village. Wychavon are still in the process of addressing these issues.  The Clerk will keep up to date with this.
18) To set a date for The Annual Parish Meeting.  It was agreed that this would take place on Thursday 14th May at 7pm before The Annual Parish Council Meeting. The Clerk was asked to inform The Chairman of The Workman Trust, The Police, The Church and The County Councillor.
19) With Regard to Highway and footpath issues, The Clerk was asked to organise a meeting with The County Councillor and Highways to discuss:
Ryden Lane tree roots on the road and footpath
The Green, Footpath tree roots and an asbestos water main
The Road between The Cemetery Bridge and Jubilee Bridge.
20) Application for public footpath status of paths not on the definitive path, no report on this.
21) To receive an update on flood issues Cllr Davies reported that Cllr Keasey had pledged £1000 from her Community Fund to pay for a new logger. It was reported that maybe money available for leaky dams Cllr Bentley would chase a quote for this work..  It was agreed that The Merrybrook would need light maintenance in the summer.
22) Reports for information:
Avonvale River Action Group- Fladbury group were now formalised and hoped to get funding from Wychavon
Website:  Cllr Wallis reported that he had been updating  all the road works onto the website.  He had also turned on the analytical calendar which informed him how many people and who was looking at the website.
23) To receive CALC matters.  All CALC emails sent to Councillors.
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24) No Correspondence.
25) Items for information/inclusion on the next Agenda none
26) invoices for payment all done
27) Date of The Annual Parish Council Meeting Thursday 14th May 2026
Meeting Concluded 9.30pm
